Wapack Race Story - 2017

This year’s Wapack Trail Race felt the after-effects of Hurricane Harvey that
devastated cities along the Texas and Louisiana coasts the prior weekend. While
just a few showers occurred before the race began, it started raining shortly
afterward and subsequently a downpour ensued. The steep trails turned into
streams and the level ground turned into a long string of ponds! Roots and many of
the large, flat granite rocks became very slippery and were particularly treacherous
on the downhills.

Two age group records were set this year. In the women’s 60-69 age group, Abby
Doolittle, 62, of Burlington, CT, finished in a fine time of 4:24:31. In the men's 70-
79 age group, Bob Worsham, 71, from Putnam, CT, finished in 4:50:38.
Congratulations Abby and Bob!

Taking first place was Kanoa Pornelos-King, 28, of Portsmouth, NH, in a time of
2:29:58. Kanoa's time was only 6 minutes slower than the record time for his age
group (2:26:29, by Brandon Newbold, in 2011). Considering the very

difficult footing on the trail this year, Kanoa turned in a remarkable

performance. In second place was local runner Jon Mclnerney, 27, from New
Ipswich, NH, in a time of 2:41:29. Finishing up the top three was Brian Rusiecki, 38,
of South Deerfield, MA, in a time of 2:42:04.

Carolyn Wisnowski, 32, from Shirley, MA, led the women in a time of 3:25:57. In
second place was Melissa Santelli, 38, from Malden, MA in a time of 3:54:09, and
third place was local runner Karolina Fucikova, 33, of New Ipswich, NH, in a time of
3:55:07.

The men's 40-49 age group was led by Scott Plante with a time of 3:00:19. The 50-
59 age group was led by Andy lllidge with a time of 3:13:48. The 60-69 age group
was led by RD Paul Funch in 3:47:38.

Kristina Richard, 26, of Peabody, MA, led the 20-29 women's age group in a time of
4:03:08. In the 40-49 age group, Jessica Goldman, 44, of Dover, NH led in a time of
4:12:15. In the 50-59 age group, Karen Prado, 51, of Wethersfield, CT won with a
time of 4:34:21.

This year, a two-person relay competition was added. Two teams competed and the
winning team was Chris Picone, 49, from Ashburnham, MA and Liz Gordon, 45, from
Lunenburg, MA, in a fine time of 3:36:30.

The Wapack Trail Race in 2018 will be held, as usual, on the Sunday of Labor Day
weekend.



